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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 17597 
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E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PORGIDUR 

SUBJECT: IZVESTIYA EDITORIAL ON ASEAN 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 14616, (B) MOSCOW 17182, (C) JAKARTA 16237 

1 . DARUSMAN MUST HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO RELATIVELY 
POSITIVE EDITORIAL ON ASEAN IN NOV. 19 IZVESTIYA REPORTED 
REF B. WE HAVE SEEN NO SIMILAR ARTICLES ON ASEAN IN 
PRAVDA AND THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE ON ASEAN IN THE 
SOVIET CENTRAL PRESS RECENTLY. 

2. SOVIET PERSPECTIVE OF ASEAN AND THE SEA REGION WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE GUIDED BY FACTORS ANALYZED REF A. MOSCOW 
PRIMARILY SEEKS TO COORDINATE ITS POLICY WITH VIETNAMESE 
IN THE SEA REGION. ACCORDING TO NOV. 23 STATEMENTS OF 
SOVIET MFA OFFICIAL REPORTED REF A, MOSCOW SEES VIETNAMESE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 17597 070859Z 
POLICY AS: 

- OPPOSING ASEAN ON BASIS THAT ASEAN HAS TENDEN- 
CIES TO DEVELOP INTO AN "ANTI-COMMUNIST MILITARY BLOC"; 

- SEEKING TO DEVELOP BETTER BILATERAL RELATIONS 
WITH SOME INDIVIDUAL ASEAN COOUNTRIES. 

3. WHILE RELATIVELY UPBEAT, NOV. 19 IZVESTIYA 
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ARTICLE ALSO REPEATS THE STANDARD SOVIET CHARGES THAT 
"CERTAIN CIRCLES IN ASEAN COUNTRIES" ARE HOPING TO 
TURN ASEAN INTO A "MILITARY ALLIANCE DIRECTED MOST 
OF ALL AGAINST THE INDO-CHINA STATES." WE ANTICIPATE 
THAT SOVIET POLICY WILL CONTINUE TO COINCIDE WITH 
THE GENERAL VIETNAMESE FOREIGN POLICY COURSE IN SEA. 

ANY SIGNIDICANT CHANGES IN MOSCOW'S LINE WILL 
FOLLOW RATHER THAN PRECEED HANOI'S INITIATIVES. TOON 
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